Willamette Chapter
American Rhododendron Society

Newsletter
Volume 6 September 2025 Issue 7
Page(s) Contents
1-2 Meeting Place and Time; Upcoming Meeting Program
3-8 President’s Report; Oregon Garden In Silverton by Ali Sarlak
9 Spike Program by Keith White
10-12 Partner Nurseries
13 Other ARS Chapter Meeting Places and Times & Willamette Chapter ARS Awards

Willamette Chapter ARS Meetings

Our regular chapter meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month from September through
May, excluding December. We meet at La Margarita Restaurant and Grill, 545 Ferry St. SE, in
downtown Salem for dinner at 5:00 pm, the meeting begins at 6:30 pm, and the speaker and program
at 7:00 pm. Our meetings are in person unless otherwise stated. Meeting information will be sent to
members via email and available in this newsletter. Everyone is welcome.

Upcoming Meeting Program
Wednesday, September 10, 2025

Speaker: Christine Ebrahimi
ROCK GARDENING 101

An introductory talk and discussion about rock gardening. What is a rock garden? How do you create
one? How do you make this special type of garden thrive? Christine Ebrahimi will try to answer all
these questions and help gardeners feel comfortable with creating their very own rock garden. She is
the current Co-Vice-chairperson and long-standing member of the local chapter of the North American
Rock Garden Society (NARGS). Over 30 years she has created 7 rock gardens at her own home and
made/planted over 20 rock troughs. Even miniature Rhodies grow very well in a semi-shaded rock
garden or trough!







President’s Report
by Dana Malby

It has been a hot summer! Maybe it will cool down in September.

We had our postponed summer potluck on July 20 at Keith and Mary Ellen’s place, a very nice
place to have a barbecue. | was Chef for the burgers and chicken sausages. | was not a very
good chef with barbecuing on the cooking mats. Hopefully they were satisfactory. Thanks to
Keith and Mary Ellen for hosting.

It was exciting to see all members and guests and former members. There were a lot of
delicious side dishes. We had a plant auction that was well received.

I missed the Smith Garden soiree due to a previous family commitment. Hope everyone that
went had a good time.

| am looking forward to seeing our fellow members and guests for our first meeting
September 10 at La Margarita in Salem. There is a fee for street parking, so try to park in the
parking lot next to the restaurant.

Oregon Garden in Silverton
Article and Photos by Ali Sarlak

If you are like me and love gardens and are looking for an inspiration, then this garden is for
you. The Oregon Garden is about 80 acres, including the garden itself and a piece of attached
land that is set aside for potential expansion.

The Oregon Garden is made up of 20 or more individual gardens, such as gardens for water
features, conifers, children, pets, fire resistant plants, maples, orchards, rare fruits, herbs,

meditation, roses and too many more to mention.

There is an indoor tropical greenhouse, an outdoor garden, and a roof garden with drought
resistant plants. | saw a very colorful fruiting tree and happened to find out that it is called Goji
berry. I'd always heard of it but had never seen it until | saw it at the garden. It was next to
other rare fruiting trees such as persimmon, quince, and pomegranate fruit trees.




The Oregon Garden visit gives me inspiration of what | can do in my own place in the way of
design, choice of plants, and education and having spent my day totally out of stress from
whatever living in society causes to our lives.

There is another aspect of the gardens which is useful to the public, especially for the elderly
and disabled people, and that is getting a ride with the tram around the gardens and hearing an
expert explaining the different parts of the garden and admiring all the colors around.

There is a lovely spacious building in the garden to rent for big events and at the entrance two
important items: a coffee shop and a gift shop. On the side, there are some plants for sale, too.

| personally love this garden all year round and have been visiting it in the different seasons; it
always has been a place of beauty. | should not forget to mention that on the side is a beautiful
resort, The Moon Stone Hotel, to dine and stay in if you wish. | tried it myself and | recommend
it. It has a restaurant for dining and if you stay overnight, your admission is free to the
gardens!!

If you have not visited the gardens, you owe it to yourself to go and you’ll be glad you did.
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Plant Spike Program
Article by Keith White

| recruited nine nurseries to be partners with us. They are listed below as “Nursery Partners”.
Some nurseries were very enthusiastic, others were less so. The bottom line is that | did all the
sales work but there was not enough of me to follow through to check that the spikes were
being used.

Al’'s Nursery in Woodburn was very enthusiastic. They probably used 200 or more of the spikes
and put the planting literature on a prominent display. Terra Gardens was also enthusiastic, as
were a couple of others, including Wavra Nursery. Garland did not want to use the spikes, but

wanted the literature.

Mary Ellen, in her routine plant shopping, noted that some nurseries did not put the spikes in
azaleas. | did not think to make the nurseries aware that azaleas are in the genus
Rhododendron.

| do not know if we will get any members out of this. This was our first shot at it and | want to
pursue the program again in 2026. We’ll need to get started in February or March and follow
up. | will need at least one person to help me. It should be someone who has good people
skills and who is not shy.




Willamette Chapter
American Rhododendron Society

Nursery Partners

Al's Garden & Home
1220 N Pacific Hwy
Woodburn, OR
(503) 981-1245

Corvallis, OR
NURSERY (541) 753-6601

Garland Nursery
M 5470 NE Highway 20

‘y o ” Rocky Mountain Nursery
¢ . &

(\) % 6920 Corvallis Road

% 7 74" ’ Independence, OR

Nursery Inc.

6920 Corvallis Road + Independence, OR 97351 (503) 838-4222

(503) 838-4222 » Fax (503) 838-0899
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Nursery Partners

Gath Road Gardens
5484 Gath Road SE
Salem, OR

(503) 871-6162

3{‘?!”[ E &1 “ -ser Wavra Farms & Nursery

Faenily Owrneds andd Operated 7882 Jordan St SE
Salem, OR
(503) 364-9879

Godfrey Nursery
8834 Shaw Square SE
Aumsville, OR

(503) 749-2613

-11
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Nursery Partners

Guentner’s Gardens

5780 Commercial Street SE
Salem, OR

(503) 585-7133

TER Terra Gardens

270 Cordon Road NE

GAR (;ENS Salem, OR_
B

NURSERY

ARK

13" Street Nursery
1298 13" St SE
Salem, OR

(503) 413-0387
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MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS

EUGENE CHAPTER
Third Wednesday from Oct. to March at
7:30 pm

PORTLAND CHAPTER

Third Thursday from Sept. to May at
7:00 pm, Reedwood Friends Church,
2901 SE Steele Street, Portland, OR

SALEM HARDY PLANT SOCIETY

First Tuesday from Sept. to May at 7:00 pm
Dye House at Willamette Heritage Center,
1313 Mill Street SE, Salem, OR

SUISLAW CHAPTER
Third Tuesday at 7:00pm First Presbyterian
Church, 3996 Highway 101, Florence, OR

WILLAMETTE CHAPTER ARS AWARDS HISTORY

GOLD
1991-Herb Spady
2001-Betty Spady

SILVER
2003-Richard “Dick” Cavendar

BRONZE

1987-June Brennan
1990-Jason Ashford
1991-Constance Hansen
1991-Betty Spady
1997-Bob Grasing
2002-Sharon Leopold
2006-Wilbur Bluhm
2006-Chuck and Maxine Dehn
2007-Keith White
2008-Helen Malby

2009-Anne Gross

2011-Dick and Carol Lundin
2012-Wally and Kathy Reed
2013-Syd and Don Wermlinger
2019-Dick and Carol Lundin

2019-Mary B. Crofts

2019-Roger and Kathy Lintault
2024-Mary Ellen Ramseyer

2024-Keith White

DISTRICT 4 CHAPTER WEB SITES

Willamette Chapter: arswillamette.com
Eugene Chapter: eugene-chapter-ars.org
Portland Chapter : rhodies.org

Siuslaw Chapter: siuslawars.org

All other web sites can be found on
rhododendron.org Under “chapters” under
web sites.

ARS BULLETINS are available online at:
http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/

WILLAMETTE CHAPTER OFFICERS

President:

Vice President:
Programs Chair
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Librarian:
Newsletter:
Print & Mail:

Board Members:

Greeter:
Web Site:

Dana Malby
Vacant

Ali Sarlak

Mary Crofts
Adele O’Neal
Keith White
Carol McCarthy
Mary Ellen
Ramseyer

Thuy Chrestenson
Susan Doellinger
Anne Gross

Ali Sarlak

Keith White
Susan Doellinger
Kathy Lintault

(503) 480-9807

(541) 758-9190
(541) 520-3627
(971) 570-0237
(503) 559-5796
(541) 286-4262
(503) 689-3733

(503) 838-4834

(503) 559-5796
(503) 838-4884
(503) 434-5472
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